Microcirculation research in community hospitals - challenges and chances.
Community hospitals provide ideal conditions for large clinical studies because of the high volume of unselected patients admitted every year. With regard to microcirculatory studies, there are still some feasibility problems which are not solved yet. First of all, the lack of reliable automated software to analyze microcirculatory images represents the most important issue. Secondly, hardware aspects still need improvements regarding portability and miniaturization. Finally, to conduct studies of the microcirculation in a community hospital is also always a funding issue. The cost of the measurement device is hereby only one factor. Main cost factor is the personnel.